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degrading. Each of us, whether master or servant, mistress or
maid, king or subordinate, has to do some work for the good
of our kind. Supposing that a blade of grass can think, it may
say, "I am insignificant, it is not necessary that I should be full
grown". If all bkdes of grass thought in this way it would not
be possible for animals who depend upon grass for their food
to exist, and this in consequence would entail great loss on
mankind.51

To expect perfection is of course to expect the im-
possible. There are those who put self-interest first;
there are those who are always clamouring for better pay,
for promotion, for recognition of work in no way out
of the ordinary; there are those who are unprofitable
servants because they have done only that which is their
duty to do, and there are those again who think no shame
to cover up their laziness with an appearance of zeal. But
there are others who, according to the light that is in
them, have vied with the Maharaja himself in whole-
hearted devotion to the State, whose sleeping and waking
thoughts are only Baroda, and who but for this incessant
preoccupation might, if the truth were told, have become
more acceptable members of society by reason of a wider
general knowledge. If it were not so, the Maharaja must
have failed. And that is contrary to fact.

1 Speeches and Addresses, vol. ii, pp. 421-8.